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COAL-FIRED POWER STATIONS — CLOSURE 

387. Dr D.J. HONEY to the Minister for Energy: 

I have a supplementary question. Given that this is such a major decision, why will the minister not detail the plans 
in exactly the same way as was done with the Metronet project? 

Mr W.J. JOHNSTON replied: 

The Metronet project? I have heard the member for Cottesloe, the Deputy Leader of the Opposition and the member 
for Vasse all say that they do not know the detail of the Metronet project. Now they are coming in and saying that 
I should use the Metronet project as a model for the information. I cannot believe this; this is just so silly. What is 
the member asking? Is he asking where the plant is going to be placed? 

Dr D.J. Honey: What facilities are you going to put where? 

Mr W.J. JOHNSTON: Okay. That is a silly question, and I will explain why. I have said what we need to achieve: 
810 megawatts from wind farms. We are now in detailed discussions with proponents of projects; some of those 
projects we will have commercial settlements with and some of them we will not, because some proponents 
will think they can make more money by selling their project to someone else. I have also said publicly—I do not 
know whether I have said it in here—that one of the additional wind farm assets is going to be the expansion of 
the Warradarge wind farm, of which we own 19.9 per cent through Bright Energy Investments. Bright Energy 
Investments has to make a decision about whether it repowers the Grasmere wind farm down in Albany. I imagine 
that if it makes the decision to proceed with that investment, it will be another opportunity for us to engage with 
another party. 

But no, we are in the market, negotiating these outcomes. I am not going to tell the member that I guarantee that 
a particular proponent is going to make money. No-one thinks that that is a sensible way to conduct business. I cannot 
say that. I have said what needs to be achieved, what the time frame is and what the plan is for how it is going to be 
executed. The counterparty does not actually matter; the counterparty will be the one that provides the best value. 

I will finish on this point: we set aside $500 million in this year’s budget for clean energy investments—it is 
the decarbonisation fund. That is in addition to the $750 million that was allocated in the last budget, which 
makes $1.25 billion that we have so far allocated, without borrowing a single dollar, to climate action. Most of the 
$750 million from last year has been allocated to specific projects, including the great work of the Minister for 
Forestry in the softwood plantations, and now we have another $500 million in this year’s budget, plus the bit left 
over from last year. That is all before we have borrowed a single dollar. Contrast that with the opposition’s plan, 
under which every single dollar used would have been borrowed. 
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